Derry & Raphoe MU News
May 2020
Note from Diocesan President
Haven’t we been so blessed by our clergy and parishes during the Lenten
and Easter seasons? We have been supported in love, faith and prayer
through well know and wisely crafted music, thoughts and words. We
appreciate the mechanics may have been been a steep learning curve, but
technology has come into its own, and so many people have connected and
reconnected with faith and worship. Thank you to all concerned – your
spiritual gifts, time and effort are much appreciated.
This week we are privileged to take part of a “Wave of Prayer” throughout
the Diocese in response to Covid-19. The special prayer resource has been
forwarded to each branch and it would be great if this were forwarded to as many people as possible.
If you are not already part of this chain of prayer, join me this Thursday morning between 9am and
9.30am in a quiet corner wherever you may be.

'Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.'
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

_______________________________________________________
May Midday Prayers
This month’s Building Hope and Confidence Midday Prayers theme is “Come Holy Spirit”
As part of Mothers’ Union’s engagement with the global prayer movement Thy Kingdom
Come MU have produced special Midday Prayers for its duration, 21st to 31st May, using
material from the Thy Kingdom Come resources.
If you haven’t yet received a copy of Derry & Raphoe Week of Prayer resources, follow this link:
https://www.derryandraphoe.org/?p=3527

_______________________________________________________
Mothers’ Union Emergency Appeal
’Ask not what your country may do for you, ask what you can do for your country,’ is
a phrase I well remember from school Civics’ Classes. I feel this aptly describes
Mothers’ Union at this point in time - Mothers’ Union requires our support. Its very
survival depends on it in these unexpected times.
Later in this Newsletter you will see what we have been doing practically on the
ground in Derry & Raphoe in the month of April, but Mothers’ Union WORLDWIDE is
also calling us.
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In a nutshell – in common with many other charities in these unprecedented
times, Mothers’ Union’s usual sources of funding have dried up eg. rent from
the Conference Rooms at Mary Sumner House, summer Fund Raising events
have been cancelled etc.
Locally and globally, Jeremiah 29:11 is a verse we in Mothers’ Union often refer
to for support in building hope and confidence in our thoughts and activities:
‘For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’
Our Worldwide President, Sheran Harper, describes the present situation very
well both on youtube clip at https://youtu.be/TnrQZSws4vw and in the accompanying MU Emergency
Appeal Letter. A copy of this urgent appeal letter is also on the Mothers' Union website to download
https://www.mothersunion.org/urgent-appeal
Please feel free to share these with as many members (and non-members) as you can. Details are well
explained and if you wish to ask any questions do not hesitate to contact me or the diocesan secretary,
Kathleen, secretarydandrmothersunion.com, and we shall do our utmost to answer your queries.
If we are able, and, only if we are able – we are invited to donate so that Mothers’ Union will still be
here after the crisis has passed. The amount is immaterial, and, if one is not in a position to donate, our
support in prayer is very much required and appreciated.
In a recent email, one of our Diocesan Presidents summed up the feeling of many,
“The Mothers' Union has survived two World Wars obviously through the giving and support of its
past members, so it would be an unmitigated disaster were it to cease to exist in 2020 because we,
it's current members, failed to support it in whatever way we could.”

Our MULOA prayer sums up our prayer for the present and the future:
We pray that our God will make us fit for what he’s called us to be,
that he’ll fill our good ideas and acts of faith with his own energy
so that it all amounts to something.
As our lives honour the name of Jesus, may he honour us, by his grace;
our God giving himself freely, the Master, Jesus Christ,
giving himself freely. Amen
Based on 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 (The Message)

Database for Derry & Raphoe MU
Could branch leaders email Brigid re any changes to your branch membership
to ensure we have up to date records. Now would be a good time to update
your branch records – this would include any lapsed members, members that
have died, changes to indoor members and any new members.
New members should complete the attached form and return it to Brigid Barrett either via email to
brigidbarrett246@gmail.com or post to the Deanery, William Street, Raphoe, Co. Donegal.
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All-Ireland Photographic Competition during May 2020
To add a little bit of excitement to our
isolation, All-Ireland MU are running a
photography competition during the month of
May.
Submit a photograph - taken by camera, on
your phone or ipad - with the theme "What I
will remember from isolation in the spring of
2020".
The five categories for the photographs are:
Family Time
b. Going the extra mile (Knitting, crafts, sewing
scrubs, helping others etc)
c. Back to nature
d. Something that made me smile
e. My abiding memory - with the most
imaginative caption
a.

The closing date for entries is 31 May 2020 and they should be sent by that date to the
Fundraising and Communication Unit Coordinator, Doreen at
doreen@clearwaterconsulting.org preferably by email, stating the name of the
photographer and the category under which it is entered.
The best three in each category will be forwarded to All-Ireland (ie 15 per Diocese).
Happy snapping!

_______________________________________________________
Crafting for Hospitals
These little hearts are lightly stuffed and hand held. Letterkenny Hospital hope
to use these with ICU patients and families who cannot visit at this time. Our
thanks to Phyllis Young, Area secretary, who is
coordinating this in co. Donegal area. Please contact
Phyllis if you are in a position to knit some of these
hearts and for further explicit details.
Anne Love, Altnagelvin Hospital, has been in touch regarding these Covid-19
knitted items. They are currently sourcing patterns and we can pass them on
when they arrive.

________________________________________________________
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A Psalm a month during Covid-19
Joan, our Faith and Policy coordinator, has a delightful challenge
for us – each month whilst we are living in strange times, we
have the opportunity to feel enriched by praying through and
memorising a psalm each month. For May, Joan has chosen
PSALM 34 – to be memorised, in sections, at one's own pace.
Psalm 34 David praises the Lord for freeing him from his fears
and asserts that Lord always watches over the upright.
The idea is to nourish our inner being, feeding on truth and
counteracting the accusing 'voices' within of "what if....”
"You shouldn't have said/ done..."
"Who do you think you are..."
"Who really cares about you?
" self isolation is terrible" etc
Let’s give it a go, see how we go and enjoy the blessings that will flow.

________________________________________________________
Mothers’ Union Derry & Raphoe Facebook Page
At present, we are using our Facebook page to keep you informed and up to date. We hope you have
been finding this useful.
The Facebook posts have included highlighting:
Food Banks – the need to keep donating items every time we visit the supermarket
Thursdays in Black – since we are not visible wearing black – a post relating to domestic abuse or
gender based violence is posted every Thursday.
Indoor Members – Norma Bell’s letter was distributed throughout the dioceses and a number of Branch
Leaders adapted it and got it out to every member.
The Mary Sumner House April letter which was forwarded to all branches
Worldwide Wave of Prayer: On Mondays we highlight one of our overseas partners, keeping you up to
date with general Covid – 19 developments there and a suitable prayer or prayer pointers.
Supporting local businesses during this difficult time
Lent, Holy Week & Easter We have been reposting a number of the Mothers’ Union Facebook posts
The All-Ireland weekly letter and meditations are forwarded to branches and posted on Facebook
Our Diocesan Chaplain Revd Katie McAteer wrote a lovely reflection for Holy Saturday - thank you Revd
Katie. Other suitable prayers/reflections have been posted eg. the Easter Morning Reflection was
written by Linda Hughes.
Derry & Raphoe Week of Prayer
Children
We highlight some resources for CHILDREN
Posts of community interest
Eg. Sergeant Jack Beatty , a Little Blue Hero , from Raphoe.
NI and ROI Making Scrubs Posts
Hospital Chaplain’s Thoughts – Rev Canon David Ferry

_______________________________________________________
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2020 DATES
ALL EVENTS are postponed or cancelled until further notice. Moving forward we shall be following
the best advice available to Health Authorities and the Church of Ireland, given prevailing
circumstances at the time.
2021
All-Ireland Mothers’ Union Get Away: 26th- 27th February, Springfield Hotel, Leixlip

Attachments accompanying this Newsletter
Derry & Raphoe MU News – May 2020
Midday Prayers for May 2020
Thy Kingdom Come Prayers for May 2020
Derry & Raphoe Database form for new members
AIMU Photographic Competition Poster - May 2020
Mothers’ Union Urgent Appeal Letter
FAQ MU Urgent Appeal

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind.”
2 Timothy 1:7

Thank you for your continued support for Mothers’
Union. Further details of Mothers Union activities can be
found at www.derry.mothersunion.org;
www.mothersunion.ie or at www.mothersunion.org
https://www.facebook.com/Mothers-Union-DerryRaphoe-840082302681390/
Derry and Raphoe Mothers’ Union ‘Registered with The Charity
Commission for Northern Ireland NIC100834’ (Derry & Raphoe XR 76024 & CHY 5161)
Mothers’ Union in Ireland is recognised as a Charity by the Revenue
Commissioners, 5161
Registered Charity Number –20007331 (Charity Regulatory
Authority)
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